Consultation On Draft Professional Standards And Regulatory Guidance For 
The “Responsible Pharmacist”
The Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain (RPSGB) is urging members to make their

views known on new draft professional standards and regulatory guidance for “responsible

pharmacists”, the term adopted by The Medicines (Pharmacies) (Responsible Pharmacist) Regulations 2008, which outline the quality framework for the safe and effective supervision of pharmacies. The regulations cover areas including pharmacy procedures, pharmacy records and pharmacists’ absence from the pharmacy. From 1 October 2009, the date on which the Regulations come into effect, every registered pharmacy will be required have a “responsible pharmacist”, the concept of which is intended to replace the term “personal control”, which was introduced by The Medicines Act 1968.
The standards will affect all pharmacists employed as the “responsible pharmacist” and those pharmacists and pharmacy technicians who employ or work with “responsible pharmacists”. In particular, views are sought on the circumstances surrounding and record-keeping requirements for any periods of absence from the pharmacy and whether such absences undermine public confidence in the profession. As currently drafted, the maximum period of time which the “responsible pharmacist” may be absent from a pharmacy during “business hours” is two hours. In preparation for the introduction of the regulations, a second concurrent consultation is seeking views on consequential amendments to the standards for pharmacists and pharmacy technicians in positions of authority. 
Two online questionnaires, asking respondents if they consider the draft standards and guidance

to be relevant, appropriate and sufficiently robust to protect adequately the public and the

profession, are available on the RPSGB website. To access the consultation log on to www.rpsgb.org/worldofpharmacy , ‘Current developments in pharmacy’ and click on ‘Consultations’ or telephone Priya Sejpal, Head of Professional Ethics, RPSGB on 020 572 2481.
The deadline for responses to the consultation is Friday 6 March 2009.
For pharmacy legal services, contact Richard Hough, a solicitor and pharmacist, at our Liverpool offices on 0151 600 3302 or at richard.hough@brabnerscs.com. 

