Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain launches Continuing Professional Development consultation

On 3 November 2008, the Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain (RPSGB) launched a consultation on proposals relating to Continuing Professional Development (CPD).

The consultation focuses on two areas:

· Proposed professional standards and guidance for CPD; and

· A proposal for inclusion of “failure to comply with CPD requirements” as one of the categories of cases that is suitable for non-referral to the RPSGB’s Investigating Committee.

The proposals have been put forward as a result of the indicated intention of the Department of Health to delay the preparation of statutory CPD rules under the Pharmacists and Pharmacy Technicians Order 2007, and instead include them in the rule making process for the General Pharmaceutical Council, the new pharmacy regulatory body, which is due to be established in 2010.
Although the consultation intends to give pharmacists greater clarity and guidance in relation to CPD undertaken, which is welcome, this is counterbalanced by the delaying of implementation of rules with real bite which can effectively deal with pharmacists’ failure to comply with CPD requirements.
The consultation document can be accessed via RPSGB’s website, http://www.rpsgb.org.uk/ and the deadline for response is Monday 29 December 2008.

For pharmacy legal services contact Richard Hough, a solicitor and pharmacist, at our Liverpool office on 0151 600 3302 or at richard.hough@brabnerscs.com. 

