Prospectus For A New Professional Body for Pharmacy Published
On 28 November 2008, the Transitional Committee (TransCom) published The New Professional Body for Pharmacy – the Prospectus, the culmination of an independent consultation process involving thousands of individuals and their organisations.

The Prospectus details the proposed key roles of the new Professional Body and the services it will provide to its members. The Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain (RPSGB) has sent the Prospectus to all its members, schools of pharmacy, pre-registration graduates, bodies that have been involved in the transitional process, and other bodies that have declared an interest in joining the new Professional Body.

TransCom have proposed a range of services to be provided by the new Professional Body which include:

• Leadership, representation and advocacy;

• Professional development and education;

• Professional support; and

• Professional networking and publications.

Nigel Clarke, chairman of TransCom, which was tasked with overseeing the planning process, comments: 
 “The new Body will act on behalf of its members and provide a voice for pharmacy – with

governments, the NHS, the media and the public. The new Body will speak with authority on

behalf of its members, giving pharmacy a better profile. And it will provide support for many

areas of pharmacy practice”.
The publication of the Prospectus, and the subsequent formation of a new Professional Body in 2010, with a greater focus on leadership, advocacy and professional services, marks a significant change for the leadership of the pharmacy profession. Membership is voluntary, but those who choose to opt out will not be allowed to use designatory letters (such as MRPharmS) after their name. This proposal has, needless to say, been the subject of heated debate in the pharmaceutical press.
For pharmacy legal services please contact Richard Hough, a solicitor and pharmacist, at our Liverpool office on 0151 600 3302 or at richard.hough@brabnerscs.com.
